
Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
9/11/14 

 
Attendees: James Taylor, Justin Lemmons, David Lambert, Blair Romain, Chuck Hubbuch, 
Samantha Lento, Matt Davidson, Amy Costa, Jake Fitzroy, Lance Taylor, Josh Gellers, Heather 
Truelove, Signe Evans, Neal Fisher, Wallace Harris, & Shawn Asmuth. 
	  

Meeting began at 11:07am 
 
James Taylor opened the meeting by summarizing last year’s successes such as the installation of 
hydration stations across campus and the various campus sustainability programs that were held. 
The Environmental Center is celebrating its 10th anniversary and has a new director, Dr. J. David 
Lambert. The Environmental Center has also made the move from COAS to AA in order to 
better represent the entire UNF community. 
 
Campus sustainability week will be October 20-24. Environmental Center students would like to 
create a blog disseminating information that the Sustainability Committee has had a hard time 
communicating to the University, such as the solar bus stops. The creation is still in process and 
is open to suggestions. 
 
Chuck Hubbuch informed the Committee about the Sawmill Slough Preserve. A new plant was 
discovered just last week, burnings are being planned, and field work with Justin Lemmons 
continues. 
 
Wallace Harris is conducting system observations of doors, rooms, lights, and windows on 
campus to make them more sustainable. Parking lot nine has LED lighting and lot 10 and the 
new garage will have them too. Wallace finished his dissertation this summer and shared that one 
of his findings is that those in high power at universities do not fully understand the concept of 
sustainability and don’t consider it a priority. We need to reframe the idea of sustainability and 
educate those in power that sustainable practices are important. 
 
Josh Gellers mentions that environmental practices are in the core values of UNF and is backed 
by President Delaney. Josh thinks we should play off of that backing and create an ROI packet to 
entice students to attend the university and inform administration about savings from sustainable 
practices. Those savings could then come back and be invested in education. 
 
David Lambert talks about obtaining grants to help train Environmental Center staff to educate 
others about sustainability. He also suggests that we could bring sustainable speakers to campus 
to meet with administration or organize a group to visit a sustainable university, which has been 
done in the past. 
 
Wallace says we really need to target our audience and outweigh the costs with the benefits. We 
need to show administration topics such as indoor air quality and thermal comfort, effect 
student’s learning ability. We need to focus on what works best and would be most plausible for 
our university. 
 



James moves on to the fact that the Sustainability committee lacks clear goals and outcomes. We 
have mixed support from higher level administration and we need to show them that 
sustainability can be a method of retaining students. Shawn Asmuth questions what our bylaws 
are, which James says we need to edit to make them stronger. Lance Taylor volunteered to look 
over the bylaws, tweak them, and align them with the Environmental Center’s mission. We don’t 
want them to be too strict in order to allow us some flexibility. 
 
James says he wants subcommittees to become liaisons to a problem that arises. The 
subcommittee will work to get a person in contact with those that can help push projects forward. 
James stresses that one of the topics subcommittees should focus on is the FDEP goal to obtain a 
25% recycling rate by 2020. 
 
Wednesday, October 22, is Garbage on the Green, which is a successful student run program. 
The process involves auditing five locations on campus and sorting waste into 12 categories. As 
a whole, UNF creates 2 million pounds of trash every year—600,000 pounds of which is 
recycled. The big result from last year’s GoG is that 60% of what is considered recyclable 
material was found in garbage cans.  
 
Wallace suggests that we should add to those figures and include items that are diverted 
(composted, reused, and kept out of landfills) as well as construction and housing waste. Chuck 
says it is better to start gathering that data now, before the FDEP asks for a report saying if we 
are meeting the 75% goal. Heather Truelove suggests that this would be a great topic/project for 
a subcommittee.  
 
Shawn brings up the question of what can be recycled in the white boxes found in offices. Matt 
Davidson says they need to be relabeled. Heather Truelove brings up the fact that many students 
don’t know what can be recycled. James says this isn’t an education issue; it’s an “I don’t care” 
mentality. A lot of recyclable materials are going into trash cans. Most classrooms only have 
trash cans, which is an issue. For this year’s GoG, James will be auditing classrooms as well. It is 
an issue that still needs addressing. 
 
James says the campus is making progress to go paperless by switching to digital ISQs and HR 
forms. James is also looking for more topic ideas for presentations during GoG. Enterprise will 
be there, a bike mechanic will provide free workshops, and Justin & Chuck will discuss the 
preserve.  October 20 there will be a showing of Wall-E and October 24 Justin Lemmons will do 
a tour of the Sawmill Slough. 
 
The meeting closed with several updates. Neal Fisher says that the carpooling effort now has a 
budget; they are just waiting for approval. Zimride will be the contract used to get cars. James 
has a meeting tomorrow with the Parking Advisory Council about vehicle charging stations. Data 
shows that other schools use them heavily. JEA is also starting an initiative to install the stations 
for free, which would make for a beneficial partnership between UNF and JEA. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:06 pm 
 
 


